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Skunk cabbage was unfurling in the sun. Tender leaves on the red maples were about to 
pop. “This starts the flow of the Forge River,” said Defend H2O founder and biologist Kevin 
McAllister, standing by a fresh water stream that undulated under the Sunrise Highway 
Service Road. 
It was a pretty vista, just west of Barnes Road, east of the William Floyd Parkway and 
around the corner from the Moriches-Middle Island Road parcel Howard Rosengarten and 
Associates wants to develop as a solar farm.
“It’s not 100 feet to flowing water, but we are getting adjacent to wetland areas,” McAllister 
said, referring to Suffolk County Planning’s solar energy production facility model code 
caveat, that no solar facility should be located within 100 feet landward of a tidal or fresh 
water wetland unless a special permit is granted by the town board.



“Without getting to the edge of the property, it’s in close proximity,” McAllister observed.
Rosengarten’s proposed development, Middle Island Solar Farm, on a 100-acre parcel in 
Mastic, has raised hackles from some environmentalists like McAllister and cheers from 
others like Renewable Energy Long Island executive director Gordian Raacke.
The project would occupy L-1 District Industrial property, a permissible use, with 19.5 MW of 
renewable solar energy that can potentially power up to 6,600 homes.
It would also mow down woods close to the headwaters of the Forge River, diminishing a 
natural filtration system that trees’ roots provide, which removes impurities, among other 
things, McAllister said.
Trees give off oxygen and remove carbon dioxide. A single mature tree can absorb carbon 
dioxide at a rate of 48 pounds per year and release enough oxygen back into the 
atmosphere to support two human beings. A sign of the times, just last week the American 
Lung Association labeled Suffolk County as having the worst air quality conditions in New 
York State, according to its 2016 State of the Air report. 
“We sent the letter,” confirmed Raacke of RELI. “We don’t advocate cutting down trees to 
put up solar panels, but there are times it’s needed. The property is industrially zoned and 
the developer has the rights to use it.” 
Raacke hadn’t seen the wetland area off Sunrise Highway. 
“That needs to be evaluated,” he said. 
The solar code, a set of recommendations the Suffolk County Planning Commission 
announced in 2016 for municipalities, requires a minimum 35 percent preservation of open 
space; total coverage of a lot with freestanding solar panels cannot exceed 60 percent of lot 
coverage. 
Legis. Kate Browning (WF-Shirley) said Rosengarten approached her a few years ago when 
he was considering the project and had no desire to sell. “He had considered storage 
buildings,” she said of his alternate plan. She contacted Rosengarten about a possible open 
space purchase in March.
According to an April 13 letter from Rosengarten’s attorney, Eric Russo of VanBrunt, 
Juzwiak & Russo P.C., “… our clients have owned and paid taxes on this property for over 
30 years. There has been ample opportunity since before the application filing in August 
2012 and in the years that followed for the town, county or state to approach our clients with 
an expression of interest to purchase or land swap the property … Thus, our clients 
proceeded with their Middle Island Solar Farm application and have continued to invest in 
the permitting process. The lack of any offers from any municipal agencies that were aware 
of this public project for over four years was an indication to our clients that either there was 
no public money available or no interest.”
Browning said Rosengarten did call her about his decision after her March letter, adding that 
he agreed to the buffers.
“I know he has to go for variances and the town board and the supervisor can’t interfere,” 
Browning said. “I told him, ‘if things don’t work out, you can still come back and sell the 
property.’ He was cordial and appreciated that. I know [Supervisor Ed] Romaine has 



expressed an interest to purchase the property and we could reach out to the state. I think it 
could be appraised high and be eligible for purchase.”
Romaine confirmed he would partner with the county. “We would partner with her,” he said. 
“If the county takes the lead, we would pay the other half.”
Brookhaven Town would be revising the county’s solar code recommendations, he said.
“We believe the Suffolk County Planning Commission recommendations have some 
inadequacies,” he said. “We’ll be addressing them and one would be addressing treed 
properties.”
Affiliated Brookhaven Civic Organization president MaryAnn Johnston commented the 
county solar recommendation requires an approved LIPA power purchase agreement before 
moving forward.
 “And [the project] doesn’t have one,” she said. “We don’t think they have the legal power to 
do this.”
But Russo said a commitment letter of intent to purchase the power source was sufficient at 
this point. “When we’re ready for the special permit, we’ll have all that’s needed,” he said. 
The DEIS was drafted and was given a note of completion by the town, he said.
According to town spokesman Jack Krieger, there is an application in, an environmental 
impact statement was submitted, a planning board public hearing has been held. A final 
environmental impact statement is being performed. Once that is submitted, a decision will 
be rendered by the planning board. 
Russo said the property, which is bordered by preserved land, was nowhere near the 
wetlands area. 
“There’s been no comment about that,” he said. “We’re leaving a little more than 39 acres 
undeveloped in its natural state and there are buffers. You can’t see it from Moriches-Middle 
Island Road.”
If the plan moved forward, Johnston said either ABCO or Manor Park Civic Association 
would sue. “We would have partners,” she said. “When they say they’re not near the water, 
we’ve actually documented there are emerging wetlands on the property.” 
The Long Island Pine Barrens was launching a campaign to create stricter guidelines on 
where solar can be sited, starting in Brookhaven Town, said executive director Richard 
Amper. “Solar is technically limited to areas adjacent to transmission lines and to 
substations,” he explained, “so all government has to do is map those corridors and select 
the most appropriate places for solar and they haven’t done it.”
Amper said his organization would then work its way east, “because that’s where the next 
wave is threatening to go. We haven’t begun to use parking lots, rooftops and other 
appropriate sites, so right now we have no valid policy on solar siting at all.”
Raacke said he agreed. “We don’t even know how many solar panels we can put on 
rooftops, parking lots or landfills and we have to get that data,” he said. 
“Other places have it. Long Island doesn’t.” 


