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Springs School Superintendent Debra Winter, the school
district’s business administrator, Michael Henery, and Defend
H2O’s president, Kevin McAllister, at the Springs School.
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Water quality advocate Kevin McAllister met with Springs School Superintendent
Debra Winter on Friday to discuss solutions to address the school’s outdated and
failing septic system.

According to Ms. Winter, the Board of Education is in the process of determining how
best to replace the septic system in order to prevent further pollution of Pussy’s Pond
at the headwaters of Accabonac Harbor. On Friday, she said that concern about the
current system intensified in April, when heavy rainfall filled the system’s leaching pool,
overflowing it and causing a mix of water and wastewater to seep into the freshwater
pond, which left the pond with elevated levels of ammonia and nitrogen.

Ms. Winter said the septic system has to be pumped out every 10 days, and that the
system’s pump has burned out.

“Even if we put in a new pump, we would still be leaking into Accabonac,” Ms. Winter
said. “We have an incentive to protect our water.”



“It’s clear from what they described that the system is deficient,” Mr. McAllister said
after visiting the school on Friday. “They have to address this issue, and I’m trying to
assure that they don’t take a half-step or half-measure.”

Mr. McAllister said the cesspool, located 10 feet below ground, does not have the
capacity to keep water from breaching above ground. The system is releasing
wastewater with nitrogen at a level of 60 milligrams per liter of wastewater, he said,
whereas Suffolk County has determined that nitrogen levels for residences should be
no higher than 19 milligrams per liter.

Since the school property is considered a “commercial” property, serving more than
700 students plus staff, it requires a more state-of-the-art septic system than what it
currently has, Mr. McAllister said.

“On a commercial scale like this, we should be striving for single-digit nitrogen
emission,” he said. “This is an enormous opportunity for Springs School to become a
model for environmental awareness and progressive sanitary wastewater.”

Last year, East Hampton Town voters approved an extension of the Community
Preservation Fund tax that allows 20 percent of its revenues to be used annually for
water quality improvement projects. Ms. Winter said on Monday that the district is
working with town officials to determine if new residential septic systems made by
town-approved vendors will work for the school and if the Springs School District can
have access to the CPF revenues.

Ms. Winter said Mr. McAllister was “extremely helpful” and that he put the school in
touch with Lombardo Associates, an environmental consulting and engineering firm, to
develop a proposal that will provide an immediate environmentally friendly solution.

BBS Architects & Engineers, the firm working on expansion plans for the Springs
School, also put school officials in touch with another engineering firm, H2M, which
also will submit a proposal for an immediate solution. As the School Board also is in
the stages of planning a proposed expansion to the school, Ms. Winter said that the
chosen new septic system must also be able to work when the expansion is built.

“We wouldn’t want to invest $65,000 in something that wouldn’t work in the
environment,” Ms. Winter said, using a hypothetical figure, as the cost of any
replacement system has yet to be determined.

Pio Lombardo, president of Lombardo Associates, said on Tuesday that he could not
give an estimate of the cost of the replacement, since his company has not been
retained by the school. It is “not appropriate” to offer an estimated figure without
specific knowledge of the size and features of the replacement system the school
would need, he said.


