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Out Of Harms Way

ong [sland — this Is-
leu jutting out Into

the Adantc Ocean
is wmeng the most valne:-
able places in the United
States w be inpacted by ris-
ing sea levels caused by cli-
mate change,

As a recent US. gowvern-
ment multi-agency report
states: “Sea level rlse will
create a profound shift in
couslal fNooding over the
NENT 30 yEars by cavsing tide
and slonm surge heights o
increase and reach farther
inland. By 2050, ‘moderate’
(typically dumaging) food-
Ing |Is expected to occur, on
average, more than 10 tmes
as olten as it does today, and
can be intensilied by local
factors”®

The reparl, by a group ol
agencies led by the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration, says thal
“sea level along the U.S.
coastline 15 projected 1o rise,
on average, 10 to 12 Inch-
£5 ... In M2 NEXT 30 vears ...
whiich will be as muoch as the
raa measured aver the last
100 years™

Sea Jevel rise by 2100, “be-
cause af emissions (o date,”
could be ‘about 2 feet. ...
Failing to curb future cmis-
sions could cause an addl-
tlanal 1.5 10 5 feat nf rise, for
atolal ol 35 1o 7 leet by the
end of this canmry,” It zayz

The uncertainty ahout the
rumge s because ol gues-
tions about how the worlds
Jargest ice sheets will re
spond 10 rEes in lempera-
ture. Melting xce sheats add
more water to the worlds
DCFANS.

The U.S. government
siudy wis issued in Bebru-
ary. On March 25, the As-
sociated  Press  reported,
“An icc shelf the size of Now
York City has collapsed in
East Antorctica, an arca long
Lthought to be stable and nol
hit murch by climate change,
concerned scicntsis seld.”

Kevin MeAllister, president

local and

af the Sag Harbor-based or-
ganization Defend H20,
who has been at the fore-
front In Suffolk County In
speaking out about cimate
change and what is being
done — and not being daone
— here, says ol the US, gov-
crnment report: “It is based
an the most current sclence
and further evidence of the
urgency to act.

“On a global scale, 1t
means drastically curteiling
{ussil luel vanissions. And on
a local scale, i1% rethinking
e current wpproach Lo rap-
wlly rising waters — cosl-
Iy sand replenishment of
perpetually eroding beach-
es, and allowing the hard
armoring of frreplaceable
shorelmes, bodt of which
are environmenialy  and
ecnmomically vnsustainahle
pracliioes.

“For the more vulnerable
arcas, the appropriate re-
sponse is 0 move pul of
narm’s way Our elected ofti-
cials nced to come to terms
with the inevitable changes
nefare 105 1on \re”

Or, as Jell Pelerson, re-
tred senlar palicy advisor
at the Enviranmencal Pro-
wedion Agency and author
aof the haok "A New Coast:
Strategles for Respond
ing to Devastating Storms
aAnd Riving Seas ™ wrole this
maonth on tha The T wab
site: “lodzy, e accepled
esponse sralegy is w hoeld
the shoreline right where it
15 by building scuwalls or
adding sand to beaches. On
the other hand, sea leval
Ise 1= coming at a scale
that will eventually dafeat
such interim protecton
measures. In most places,
A durable solution reguires
stepping  back Trom (e
consd, prsdually relocaling
homes and other assets to
makc room for the occan.”

This month, the Intergov-
ammental Panal an CHmate
Change of the United Na-
“nna 18suad 115 newast re
port an climate change.
Mure nexl wedk,
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