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Carmans River Dredging Challenged
Defend H2O Serves Notice of Intent to Sue for Clean Water Act Violations, 

Environmental Damage and to Prevent the Destruction of Historic Wetlands.

Sag Harbor, NY—Defend H2O has provided formal Notice of Intent to Sue (Notice) the Town of 
Brookhaven (Town), Suffolk County (County), Central Pine Barrens Commission (Commission) and 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) for violations of federal and 
state law—U.S. Clean Water Act (CWA), NYSDEC water quality protection standards, State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the Pine Barrens Maritime Reserve Act, including:

• Failure of Town/County to obtain U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) dredge and fill permit. 
• Failure of Town/County to comply with SEQRA by adopting improper and deficient environmental 

impact review.
• Failure of Commission to comply with Environmental Conservation Law Article 57 requiring 

Commission to declare this as a development project.
• Failure of NYDEC to comply with water quality protection standards.

The lower Yaphank impoundment dredging project is a misguided plan to drain and dredge the 23-
acre artificial impoundment of the Carmans River in an effort to control aquatic invasive plant growth. 
With the impoundment spanning historic wetlands, excavation by heavy equipment as prescribed in 
the plan is not possible as was indicated in the County’s feasibility study.

Phase I of the project (drawdown of impoundment) commenced in August 2018, but was soon halted 
by NYSDEC because of the Town/County failure to implement required measures resulting in the 
discharge of turbidity (sediment) into the Carmans River. This negligence resulted in significant 
environmental damage to stream habitat affecting native brook trout spawning.

Phase II, dredging approximately 66,000 cubic yards of bottomland is currently pending. If the project 
proceeds historic wetlands will be obliterated and further environmental damage will result.

While the Notice cites deficient environmental review, inadequate permitting and water quality 
violations, we’re commencing this action to prevent further damages to the Carmans River and  
engage the Town/County on the environmental benefits that will result from wetland restoration, 
which is the appropriate remedy for improving stream health.

Defend H2O will be joined by other environmentalists on Thursday, 11 a.m. at the SE corner of 
the lower impoundment (Yaphank Avenue and LIE North Service Rd.) to show support for 
wetland restoration as the science-based remedy to environmental degradation.
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