
 

Unwarranted Alarm 
Noyac 

December 21, 2020 

Dear David, 

 Thank you for the consistent coverage of the South Fork Wind project. I’m glad to see 
the progress with permitting and to know the process is working — rigorous environmental 
review by the responsible agencies and inclusion of stakeholder input from the onset. 

 Marine construction in all forms has the potential to impact the environment. Water 
quality, habitat and living resources can be adversely affected. Specific to South Fork Wind, 
damages incurred during turbine installation and jet-plowing the 60-mile submarine cable are 
largely temporary and biologically inconsequential. 

 As for the cable landing, unlike the Block Island project, which employed the shallower 
jet-plowing that allowed the cable to become exposed, horizontal directional drilling is the 
methodology that will be used here.  

Horizontal drilling is capable of threading the cable deep into the sea floor and well below the 
influences of the high-energy surf zone. There is zero chance the cable will be exposed, and 
opponents of the project should stop conflating the two for the purpose of inciting unwarranted 
community alarm. 

 East Hampton should be commended for its due diligence with project review and for 
negotiating a substantive mitigation package. Beyond the obvious benefits from transitioning 
to renewable energy, there’s a golden opportunity to deliver meaningful actions for improving 
environmental health. Think big and act bold. 

      KEVIN MCALLISTER 
      Founder 
      Defend H2O 
 


